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PREFACE

The Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP) engages in
interviewing people who can provide firsthand descriptions of
the individuals, events and places that give history its
substance. The products of this research are the tapes of the
interviews and their transcriptions.

In thenmselves, oral history interview are not history. However,
they often contain valuable primary source material, as useful
in the process of historiography as the witten sources to which
hi storians have customarily turned. Verifying the accuracy of
all of the statements nmade in the course of an interview would
require nore tinme and noney than the LCTHP s operating budget
permts. The program can vouch that the statenents were nade
but it cannot attest that they are free of error. Accordingly,
oral histories should be read wth the sanme prudence that the
reader exercises when consulting governnent records, newspaper
accounts, diaries, and other sources of historical information.

It is the policy of the LCTHP to produce transcripts that are as
close to verbatim as possible, but sone alteration of the text
is generally both unavoi dable and desirable. Wen human speech
is captured in print the result can be a norass of tangled
syntax, false starts, and inconplete sentences, sonetines
ver gi ng on incoherency. The type font contains no synbols for
t he physical gestures and the diverse vocal nodul ations that are
integral parts of comunication through speech. Experi ence
shows that totally verbatim transcripts are often largely
unreadable and therefore a waste of the resources expended in
their production. Wil e keeping alterations to a mninum the
LCTHP will, in preparing a text:

a. generally delete false starts, redundancies and the
uhs, ahs and other noises with which speech is often
spri nkl ed;

b. occasionally conpress | anguage that woul d be confusing

to the reader in unaltered form

C. rarely shift a portion of a transcript to place it in
its proper context;

d. encl ose in [brackets] explanatory information or words
that were not uttered but have been added to render
the text intelligible; and
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e. make every effort to correctly spell the nanes of al
i ndi vidual s and pl aces, recogni zing that an occasi onal
word may be m sspell ed because no authoritative source
on its correct spelling was found.
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| NTRCDUCTI ON

H storians generally consider the year 1890 as the close of the

Anerican frontier. By then, nost of the western United States
had been settled, ranches and farns developed, communities
established, and roads and railroads constructed. The mning

boont owns, based on the lure of overnight riches from newy
devel oped |odes, and the settlenment of nobst of the suitable
farm and, were but a nenory.

Al t hough Nevada was granted statehood in 1864, exam nation of
any map of the state fromthe |ate 1800s shows that nost of it
south of the 38th parallel remained largely unsettled, even
unmapped. In 1890 nost of southern Nevada - including Lincoln
County - renained very nuch a frontier, and it continued to be
so for at |east another 20 years.

Even in the 1990s, the frontier can still be found in Lincoln
County in the attitudes, values, lifestyles, and nenories of
area residents. The frontier-like character of the area is al so
visible in the relatively undisturbed quality of the natural
environment, much of it essentially untouched by hunans.

A survey of witten sources on Lincoln County's history reveals
variability fromtow to town: A fair anount of literature, for
i nstance, can be found covering Pioche fromits first newspaper,
beginning in the fall of 1870, to the present. Newspapers from
Del amar are available from 1892 to 1906 and Caliente from 1904
to 1868. In contrast, Panaca and Al ano never had newspapers of
record. Throughout their histories, all Li ncoln County
comunities received only spotty coverage in the newspapers of
ot her communities. Mst of the history of Lincoln County after
1920 is stored in the nenories of individuals who are still
l'iving.

Aware of Lincoln County's close ties to our nation's frontier
past and the scarcity of witten sources on local history
(especially after 1920), the Lincoln County Conmm ssioners
initiated the Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP). The
LCTHP is an effort to systematically collect and preserve the
hi story of Lincoln County Nevada. The centerpiece of the LCTHP
is a set of interviews conducted with individuals who had

knowl edge of local history. Each interview was recorded,
transcribed, and then edited lightly to preserve the |anguage
and speech patterns of those interviewed. Al oral history

interviews have been printed on acid-free paper and bound and
archived in Lincoln County libraries, Special Collections in the
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James R Dickinson Library at the University of Nevada at Las
Vegas, and at other archival sites |ocated throughout Nevada.

The interviews vary in length and detail, but together they form
a never-before-avail able conmposite of each comunity's life and
devel opnent . The collection of interviews for each community
can be conpared to a bouquet: Each flower in the bouquet is
uni que--sone are large, others are small--yet each adds to the
total image. In sum the interviews provide a view of community
and county history that reveals the flow of life and events for
a part of Nevada that has heretofore been l|argely neglected by
hi stori ans.

Collection of the oral histories has been acconpanied by the
assenbling of a set of photographs depicting each commnity's
hi story. These pictures have been obtained from participants in
the oral history interviews and other present and past Lincoln
County residents. Conpl ete sets of the photographs have been
archived along with the oral histories. The oral interview and
witten sources served as the basis for histories of the major
communities in Lincoln County. These histories have al so been
ar chi ved.

The LCTHP is one conponent of the Lincoln County program to
determne the socioeconomc inpact of a federal proposal to
build a high-level nuclear waste repository in southern Nye
County, Nevada. The repository, which would be inside Yucca
Mountain, would be the nation's first, and possibly only,
per manent disposal site for high-level radioactive waste. The
Li ncoln County Board of County Comm ssioners initiated the LCTHP
in 1990 in order to collect information on the origin, history,
traditions and quality of life of Lincoln County comunities
that nmay be inpacted by the repository. If the repository is
constructed, it will remain a source of interest for hundreds
possi bly thousands, of years to cone, and future generations
will likely want to know nore about the people who once resided
in the area. In the event that governnment policy changes and a
hi gh-l1evel nuclear waste repository is not constructed in
Nevada, material conpiled by the LCTHP will remain for the use
and enjoynent of all.

- - RDM
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Thi s

is Robert McCracken talking to Emma R chard Forenaster at

the hone of Alice and Allen Forsythe in Las Vegas, Nevada, Apri
19, 1991.

2h2

nEng

EF:

CHAPTER ONE

Wiy don't you tell ne your nane as it reads on your birth
certificate?

The nanme as it reads on ny birth certificate is Emma Aice
Ri chard.

And when and where were you born?

| was born in the town of Pioche, Nevada, in 1899, on the
7t h of Septenber.

And coul d you tell nme your father's nane?

My father's nanme was John WIliam Ri chard.

And do you know when and where he was born?

He was born in Mnersville, Wah, on Novenber 5, and |
think it was in 1869.

What was his occupation?

He owned a farmand raised cattle.

Were his famly Mrnons?

Yes. H s father canme fromFrance with his parents after he
joined the LDS church in France through the aid of the
m ssi onari es. Hs nother did the sane thing - she also
cane from France. | don't think it was the sanme town, but
it was the sane country at the sane tinme. Her parents also
were converted by the LDS m ssionari es.

And when and where was your nother born?

She was born in Panaca, Nevada, April 14, 1872.

She nust have been one of the first ones in there then, she
and her famly.

She was Engli sh. Both her nother and father were English
and they had come over as converts through the m ssionaries
i n Engl and.

What was your nother's nai den nane?

Sarah Alice Sharp.

Then you're related to Henry Sharp?

There were 2 Henry Sharps. My grandfather - ny nother's
father - was Henry Sharp who cane from Engl and, and after
he cane here he married ny grandnother Mrris and their
first child was a boy and he was Henry Sharp. So there

were 2 Henry Sharps. | think Henry WIliam was the father
and Henry was his son.

Joe H gbee has given ne sone pictures to copy . . . Now, is
this the Henry Sharp from Engl and?

That's right. And this was ny nother's father, Henry
Shar p.
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But the Henry Sharp in the first picture cane here from
Engl and?

He did. They |ived soneplace up around where they | anded,
probably in New Engl and.

D d your grandfather Henry Sharp conme to UWah, too?

Yes, he did. He was born in Northanptonshire, England, in
1833 and cane to Panaca around 1868.

And you were born in 18997

That's right.

Where did you |ive when you were a small chil d?

| lived on a farmwth ny father and nother in Pahranagat

Val | ey.
Wien did your parents go to the Pahranagat Valley?
Vell, ny nother was born in Panaca but her nother went

there because there were not any doctors or anything in
Pahranagat Valley. So they brought the little newborn baby
honme to Pahranagat Valley. | understand that they had
not hing much but these covered buckboard wagons - they
travel ed back and forth in those wagons to get to Panaca
from Pahr anagat Vall ey.
Do you renenber anythi ng about Del amar when you were smal |l ?
Yes, | do. To me it was a big city. [ chuckl es] 0]
course, that wasn't true, but it had everything nice init.
It had a drugstore and a store and restaurants and little
hotel where you could go and stay - a very exciting place.

[ chuckl es]

Wiy was it exciting?

Because | lived on a farm and those things were not
famliar. W'd always go in and have a little roomat the
little hotel, which was very exciting, and eat in a
restaurant - there were no restaurants or hotels in
Pahranagat Valley. Then the drugstore was the nost amazing
place | could think of. It was owned by John Shire. I t

was frightening. You wouldn't recognize it as a drugstore
now. It had nothing in it but great, tall, white bottles -
rows of them- all nedicine. There was no pop nmachi nes, no
candy - nothing to sell but drugs. And M. Shire knew j ust
exactly how to neasure out your snaller bottles. This was

in Delamar, Nevada, where ny son-in-law |ived. | don't
think he would know it because that's when | was a little
girl. But it was a very spooky place. It was a little bit

dark, and there were all those big bottles, and M. Shire
was very busy and not too pleasant to be around. You'd get
out of there as soon as your nother bought the nedicine.
Were there doctors in Del amar then?

Yes. The doctor's nanme was Jenson.

Do you renenber the nanme of the hotel in Delamar where you
st ayed?
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EF:

EF:

EF:

No, but | think that the name of the people who ran it was
Reed.

Coul d you descri be the roomthat you would stay in?

They had a bed with a table beside it, and a chair.

D d they have sheets in those days?

Ch, definitely. They had beautiful sheets - the whiter and
nicer the sheets were, the better your hotel or hone was.
If you saw a sheet on the line that wasn't snowy white,
that | ady was a poor housekeeper.

"1l be darned. What were the tricks to getting a sheet
whi t e?

Rubbing it hard on the washboard and soaking it in the hot
suds with plenty of lye in the water.

D d you use bl uing?

Definitely. That helps nake it white.

D d they have indoor plunbing in the hotel ?

No, they had out houses.

Coul d you take a bath?

| can't renenber. There were wash basins, and | guess the
water was piped in, so you nust have been able to have
taken a bath. | don't renenber. | probably wasn't too
fond of getting in - it was scary in the tub

What was the restaurant at Del amar |ike?

It was just a roomfull of tables - and I don't renenber a
count er.

What was on the nenu?

Meat and potatoes and vegetables cooked on Mnarch wood
stoves or sw nging pots.

How often did you go to Del amar?

Vell, | really can't tell you. My father had a vegetable
garden (he also raised cattle), and he took vegetables in
possibly twice a week. But of course we didn't go each

time - we just went when Mther needed to get sonething
fromthe towmn - nedicine or cloth for clothes or things of
that sort. And nmaybe once in a while just for a pl easant
visit.

Did you get up to Pioche nmuch?

Very seldom That's where | was born, but | never did get
there often as a child.

It was just too far away, wasn't it?

It was too far away and there was nothing to go in except
the team and wagon or buggy or sonething of that sort.

Ws Caliente there by then, or was that before the
railroad?

| remenber going there when the railroad was in there
because that was quite a thing for the folks, to see the
trains come in.

Emma Ri chard For emaster 3



EF:

EF:

EF:

Joe [H gbhee] was telling ne a story about your grandfather.
He was a nusician, wasn't he?

Yes, Ceorge WIIliam R chard.

Joe said that he was playing at a dance or sonething in
U ah, and he saw a girl there that he |iked and everything

and he said to her, "I'd like to nmarry you." Do you know
the story I'mtal king about ?

Yes. | don't know how accurate it is, but 1've heard it
repeated nmany ti nes.

Wiy don't you tell it? (I don't want to put words in your
nmout h. )

You finish it.

The way Joe told it to me, your grandfather said, "Well
|"d like to marry you." And she said, "Wll, you' d better
do it tonight because tonmorrow |'mmarrying a pol ygamst."
So he said, "O&K "

That's the story, And whether it's the truth or not, I
don't know. But [they say] her girlfriend went honme and
packed her clothes and they left and went towards Cedar
Gty and were nmarried in sone little town up by Cedar Gty.
Is that right? That's a really charmng story, | think.
And that woul d be your grandnot her?

That was ny grandnot her.

D d you know her?

Ch yes, very well. She was a very nice, kind, little old
lady and she Jloved her famly very nuch, and her
grandchi | dren. VW were always glad to go to her house
because she was so good to us. And she had cone from a
very nice famly. | met some of her brothers (never saw a
sister but | saw her brothers) and they were very nice.
Could you tell ne about George R chard? D d you know hinf
Ch, | certainly did. In ny opinion he was a great man. He
was short and very, very nuscular. He had such wde
shoul ders that every tine he got a new shirt ny grandnot her
would put in a piece of extra cloth because when he rubbed
t hose big shoulders he tore out the sleeves. He was smart,
and he knew what to do. He was a good farnmer. Wen he and
Mary, ny grandnother, wee living in Mnersville, Uah, he
cane into Pioche, and Pioche had some great big |ong
potatoes and all of these nice, fresh vegetables, and he
said, "Ch, this is great. | want to know where they cane
from"

They said, "They cane form Pahranagat Valley."

So he immediately went over, and he nmet ny grandfather
Sharp (ny nother's father) and together they bought the
val | ey. | guess each one owned half of the valley.
G andfather Sharp didn't live to be very old, so he |ost
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nost of his, but ny grandfather R chard lived to be 89
years ol d.

And during his lifetine he did nmany things. He was a
farmer and he could build anything. He built a beautiful
little house for his famly when he noved on the new ranch
he bought at R chardville. And he built a recreation hal
just adjacent to the house that people were wel cone to use

for church, for weddings, for dances . . . it was a socia
gathering place. And he had his own orchestra. M son has
a violin that he chose that's beautiful. He played the

violin, his oldest son played second fiddle, ny father
pl ayed banjo and Mary, the nother, played the organ. The 2
girls acconpanied on the organ, too. That was a little
fam |y orchestra.

Is that right? D d he play in other towms as well?

Yes, he did. He went all over - Nevada was boomng. Al
of the mning canps were boom ng. He raised all these
vegetables on the farm and he and ny father (he was the
second oldest son) wuld take them to peddle the
vegetables, and in the evening they'd put on a dance. He
said they'd call for different tunes to be played and ny
grandfather could play anything if he'd ever heard it.
They'd conme on along dancing and say, "Well, wll you play
this?" And he'd start to play. And silver dollars .

he said they usually had nore silver dollars fromthe band
than they and fromthe veget abl es.

Dd they play for dances in the wnter, too, when they
weren't selling vegetabl es?

No, they played in Pahranagat Valley in his own dancehal | .
Where was it located - in H ko?

Wiere did you neet Joe H gbee?

At his house.

D d you neet Edwi n H gbee?

No - | talked to himon the phone.
Wll, Edwn Hgbee is renting the place ny grandfather
bought and settl ed. It's known as the Burns ranch now.

Sonmebody in California owns the ranch and Edwin rents it.

Do you recall your grandfather Henry Sharp?

| can't recall ny Gandfather Henry. He died before |I was
bor n.

Dd his father die young, too?

| don't know.

Dd you know the third Henry [Sharp], the son who spent a
ot of time with the Indians?

He had his own little cabin and he lived in it and was a
bachel or. He raised horses. They were pretty horses, they
were nore |ike nustangs. But he had a whole field of
mustangs and that was his pride and joy. He didn't ever
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marry until he was an ol der man - maybe 10 years before his
deat h.

RM He didn't have any children then?

EF: No.

RM Joe said that he spent tine with the Indians and they told
him where a lot of water seeps were out on Baldy [Bald]
Mount ai n.

EF: He probably did, he was a prospector.

RM Joe also told nme about Henry's gold mne - Joe told nme to
ask you about that.

EF: Tell Joe | never found it, and Joe never did either.

RM Do you believe the story about it?

EF. Yes, | do.

RM D d you ever see any of the gold?

EF: Yes, 1'd see little sanples of it. But | wouldn't know if
they cane fromthat mne. They called himuUncle Henry. He
liked to inpress you with what he had, so he always had a
little handful. But whether they were the sanme ones over
and over, | wouldn't know

RM Ddalot of people ook for his gold m ne?

EF.  Yes.

RM  Apparently he wasn't a nmaterialistic man, was he? He
didn't want a lot of material things, that is.

EF: No - that was definitely what he didn't want. He |oved al
his horses and he | oved his ranch.

RM  Wiere was his ranch?

EF: It was just where you turn off to g up the west side of the
vall ey by where Earl Wadsworth had his place. There's no
cabin or anything there now |'"d say the Burns ranch is
the ranch above where he lived, he lived on the east side.

The Burns ranch is down in the valley.

RM Had H ko pretty well faded away when you were grow ng up?

EF: Yes. But the first county seat was Cystal Springs. Then
it nmoved fromCystal Springs to Hko, so it was the center
of Lincoln County, for a while. And then it noved to
Pi oche.

RM Was there a ot of activity, when you were grow ng up, out
on Irish Muntain?

EF: Not too much when | was growing up. That was nore or |ess
when ny not her was grow ng up.

RM Do you remenber her telling any stories about Irish
Mountain that mght be interesting to repeat?

Ali ce Forenmaster Forsythe: Wasn't there a nmurder out there

one tine?

EF: Onh, yes.
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CHAPTER TWD

CGo ahead and tell about the nurder.

When ny grandfather Sharp cane into Mnersville, Wah, with
his famly he was on his way to the gold rush in
California. They lived in a lot of little tows in W ah,
because G andfather Sharp was a blacksmth and he went from
town to town where the little mnes were and sharpened
their equipnment. They were living in Mnersville when they
canme to Pahranagat Valley, but they also lived in MIford,
U ah, and sone of the children were born in MIford. He
canped at Cystal Springs. He tied up his horses and they
all went to bed. The next norning they got up and there
were no horses - they were stolen. So that's when he
started working in the nountains. He noved his famly up
to Hko and they built a hone and stayed there. But there
was one promnent citizen who nmust go down in here. He was
an older man - he lived there alone and kept his own house
- and his nane was Louis Stern. He ran the post office and
was al so the judge. He held court for every m sdeneanor
there was. D d Joe [H gbee] tell you about the nurder?

Vell, he told nme about one, but you tell it.

Wll, as | understand it, sonme boys were traveling, and the
I ndians were very hostile at that time, | don't for know
what reason. They didn't like people comng into the

valley and so they murdered the boys. \Watever |aw force
they had in Hko went out and brought them in, and they
tried them that norning and executed them right after the
trial.

Is that right? Ws that the trial where they were hol ding
court and were building the coffins in the back?

Ri ght. They were building them while they were holding
court, in spite of whether they were guilty or not.

Where did you go to school when you were a chil d?

There were about 4 rural schools because of the |ong
di stances between places, and | went to what they called
Ri chardvill e. M/ grandfather lived there and nost of his
famly was around himand that's where | went to elenentary
school .

How many children would have been in your class in a
typi cal year?

Probably 5. There had to be 5 or you couldn't keep a
school .

Dd they have only white children, or were there Indian
children, too?

They were all white.

Wiere were the ot her schools | ocated?
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RM
EF:

RM

Ohe was at H ko and one was at Ovystal Springs and then
there was the one in Richardville and one in A ano.

Was there a store at H ko then?

My aunt Mary Wight had a little store. About all it
carried was cloth and needles and thread and sone candy and
a little canned stuff - any little things that could be
[ kept] because a few people traded there.

And what was at Crystal Springs? Wre there any busi nesses
or anything besides the school there?

Not that | ever knew of. But the children from above and
belowin the valley all went to that school .

Now, what was in R chardville?

Vell, ny grandfather and ny grandnother and their narried
children settled around themin little ranches.

Oh, | see - it was kind of a famly comunity?

That's right.

Was there a store or anything there?

Yes. M grandfather kept a little store.

D d the store have a nane?

Richardville' s all 1've ever known.

And what did he carry in his store?

He carried a little bit nore food than the H ko store. It
was at a later date - there was canned food - and he al so
carried cloth and things of that sort.

When you say they carried canned food what kinds of foods
did they can in those days?

Devi | ed ham and sal non.

What el se did they can?

| don't think there was much of anything. There weren't
veget abl es, for sure, you raised your own vegetabl es.

What was devil ed han?

It's ham ground up in little small tins about 1-1/2 inches
hi gh.

D d they have sardi nes?

Yes.

How about canned m | k?

| was quite a good-sized girl before | ever saw a can of
mlk or a carton of mlk. [chuckles] And you d have to go
to Caliente to get a loaf of baker's bread or a can of
m K.

You had to get it in Caliente?

That's the only tine | ever saw it. It wasn't over in the
Pahranagat Vall ey.

What else was there at Richardville besides the store and
t he dancehal | ?

Al'l en Forsythe: Whien did he start the cenetery up on the hill

AFF:

G anf
(Richardville Cenetery)
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EF:

Oh, he started it soon after he noved there.

Now, I'd like to read you sone of ny own thoughts - this is
what | renmenber of ny grandfather R chard. He had 7
children and they all called himPa. They never called him
father or papa or anything. So I called him Pa. And Pa
was a businessman. He owned and operated freight I|ines
from Uah to California when he was about 14 years old
And then he began delivering things in the Nevada m ning
canps. He owed a livery stable in Delanar, a
boar di nghouse in Delamar, a hotel in Caliente, and a neat
market in Delamar and a large farm He was also a realtor
since at one tine when | was over in the Lincoln County
Courthouse | found that he had owned at I|east half of
Pahranagat Valley. And he sold those for farns and hones,
and sonetinmes he gave [land] to his sons and daughters just
so they'd be close by him And he was a friend to
ever ybody. He hel ped those not so fortunate as he. It
didn't matter whether [the person was] an old-tiner or a
young man beginning in life's hardships. That was our dear
Pa. W are very proud of him As | said in the church
sketch, Pa was a nusician, an educator, a dreaner, a
busi nessman, a friend to everybody. But his greatest |ove
was his violin.

Is that right? It sounds like he was a very enterprising
young nan.

[chuckles] | seldomsaw himsitting down.

And he lived to be a very old man, didn't he?

He lived to be 89.

And he had 7 children, you said?

Yes.

Coul d you nention their nanes in order of the ol dest down?
The oldest was George, nanmed after him the second was
John, the third one was Lawence, and the fourth was Mam e,
t hen anot her daughter by the nane of Emma, and then Andrew,
and then there was . . . the baby daughter was El I a.
Ddthey all stay in the area?

They all did until he noved to Caliente when he was an old
man and built a hotel there.

Wiy did he do that?

Because he just had to have sonething to do. He never was
content unl ess he was doi ng sonet hi ng.

And about what year did he nove to Caliente?

I'"'m not sure when they built it, but it was there all the
time | was growing up. It was built around '23, | think.
Yes, it was after | was married so it was sonetine in the
' 20s.

What was the nanme of the hotel ?

It was the R chard Hotel.
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Is the building still there?

| don't know whether it is or not. It was falling down
when | |eft about 40 years ago.

| haven't been to Caliente for sonme tinme so | really don't
know.

Tell me what the school was like in those days when you
went to the little R chardville school.

Wll, as | said, there had to be 5 children or you couldn't
keep a school district so there were always 5, or nmaybe 6
or 7 students. And they had just one room for all the

cl asses. And they used a bl ackboard - paper was scarce and
books were scarce, so nost of the stuff that you saw and
| earned fromwas witten on a big blackboard hangi ng on the
wal | . And you didn't use paper, you used slates. They
were pieces of slate bound in either kind of a fiber or
sone sort of wood. And you wote your answer - the teacher
put [a question] up on fromthe board, and you wote [your
answer] on there. You passed it to the [teacher] and she'd
correct the questions you'd answered, right or wong, and
then you erased your slate and it was ready for another
[l esson].

Oh. And that was because you didn't have paper.

That's because we didn't have paper.

That's interesting. Do you renenber sone of the subjects
t hat you studi ed?

There was reading, witing, spelling and arithnetic.

D d you use the McQuffy Reader?

| don't think I did. That was ny nother's day.

Wiere did you get your teachers? Wre they fromthe area
or did they conme from sonewhere el se?

Vell, it all depended. M first teacher was ny aunt, Ela
Schof i el d. And ny father was usually a school trustee -
they had to elect their school trustees who would run the
district, see that there were teachers and that everything
was right - and they would receive copies of letters
appl ying for school |obs. And he and the other trustees
(there were 3 trustees) woul d deci de whi ch sounded the best
and which they thought would be [the best], and that's who

t hey hired.

And each school had its own trustees?

That's right.

How did they pay the teacher? That is, where did they get
t he noney?

Vell, | inmagine they got tax noney. My grandfather built
the first school house because he said children needed to go
to school. So he built a school house and hired a teacher

and gave her room and board and paid her salary for that
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one Yyear. Then the next year enough taxes canme in to
provide a salary for her.

You said that your grandfather's dancehall served as nore
than a dancehall, didn't it?

Yes - it was open for anyone who needed it and it becane
the center of the valley.
Because it could be used for a church - in fact, when the

Mornmon people noved into Alanb, they held their church
meetings in ny grandfather's hall.
About how big was it?

| was snmall and it was a big room [ chuckl es] | don't
think it was too big. [chuckles] It's a long room Iike
t his one.

Li ke your living room here?

Yes.

Do you know approxi mately when he built it?

| think he built it about the tinme that he probably noved
into the valley, which was in the 1800s.

You nean in |like 1890, or earlier?

Earlier.

What ever becane of the building - is it still there?

| don't know. The house that he built burned down just in
recent years. And the hall may have burned down with the
house.

Was it close to his house?

Yes. Probably not just next door, but .o

Wul d you describe Richardville as a real town with streets
an all?

Ch no, it didn't have streets - it was ny grandfather's
house and the dancehall and his yard.

Was there anything else there besides his hall and his
store?

He had a beautiful fruit orchard and a great huge grape

pat ch. And 1'Il tell you another thing that probably
nobody woul d understand in these days
M/ grandfather and all the sons that |ived around him

rai sed sugar cane. They all planted sugar cane on their
farns.

"1l be darned.

In the fall when it was all matured (the |eaves on the
sugar cane were like corn |eaves and they would die off)
each one cut the sugar cane down and loaded it in their
wagons. It was in the long strips. They brought it up to
Richardville, and he had a huge, big vat that he built a
fire under. Each boy took his own sugar cane and ground it
in a big grinder he had and put it in the vat and cooked it
until it turned into a beautiful, golden-col ored syrup.

I's that right?
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That was it. Alison renenbers it. She said they called
it sorghum but that's dark, and ny grandfather's sorghum
was nore of a golden yellow So each famly had a supply
of sweet syrup for the winter.

About how much sugar cane would a famly raise?

Vell, that | couldn't tell vyou. Just what they thought
woul d make a nice [supply]. They only kept it one year and
then they' d nake fresh syrup.

You al so rai sed hops, didn't you?

Yes.
That's how you nmade your yeast, wasn't it?
Yes. | renmenber ny nother using them but | never used

hops. W had a cellar and the hops grew up the sides of
the rock cellar. She picked the hops off and I don't know
if she'd soak themor just how she did it. |'ve never nade
hops into yeast.

Dd they nake their own flour?

No, we bought our flour and sugar once a year and stored
it. W were a long way away - we decided how nmuch was
needed each year, bought it, shipped it into Caliente by
the train and went with the horses and wagons and haul ed it
over and stored it in the cellar.

How did you keep the varmnts out of it - you know the
m ce and what not ?

It was a good cell ar.

D d you raise bees for honey?

No. Nobody in the valley that | know of ever had bees.

| was talking to Dan Stewart and he told ne that when he

was young the sky was al nost black with water fow - ducks
and so on. Do you recall that?
Yes.

D d you use the feathers?

W had lovely feather pillows, and also down quilts and
feather mattresses. W' d use all the feathers.

D d you hunt the ducks a |ot for food?

Ch yes, in the wwinter. They weren't there all year - they
just cane in the fall and stayed a certain period of tineg,
t hen they were gone.

| see. Wiat was in Alano during this tine period?

Vell, Alanb was not anything until the people who bel onged
to the LDS church noved in and started the little town.

Your famly were LDS, weren't they?

My grandparents were - that's how they canme over here. But
when ny nother and father were growing up there were no
churches there, only their own parents, and they were not
menbers of the church until later on

So the LDS church was not that inportant in the valley
until they got going at Al ano?
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EF: That's right.

RM  When you were a small child what was at Al ano?

EF: Probably a bachelor or two, | don't know.

RM Was there a school there?

EF: No, there was H ko and CGystal Spring and Richardville -
then Alano was | ater on.

RM Do you know about when the school would have started at
Al ano?

EF: | would think about 1910, if | were guessing.
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CHAPTER THREE

|'m 91 years ol d.

You' ve lived in every decade of this century, haven't you?
|'ve seen 5 wars now.

Five too many, isn't it?

Five too many, definitely.

You were going to tell us about the little Indian girl that
you played with.

In the summer on the farns everybody had hired help and
they were nostly Indians. The Indians needed to work -
they | ooked forward to that for their noney. And there was
one who lived on ny father's ranch and worked for ny
father, and | played with the little girl. | never did
learn to speak the |anguage, though. I think that famly
finally ended up over at Caliente - the father was Keno and
the nother Elizabeth, and the little girl.

What kind of activities did the children engage in when
they weren't in school ?

Vell, they worked quite a little bit. And then they pl ayed
with their little neighbors and they had horses to ride.

There wasn't nmuch entertainnent - only what you nade
your sel f.

D d you make any of your own toys?

No, | never did, ny nother nade dolls and things for ne,

but I never liked to do it.

How di d she nake dol | s?

Qut of rags. [chuckles] It was a rag doll.

What kinds of activities did the little girls do as opposed
tothe little boys?

If you were a little girl you made a playhouse and put
everything you could find in it. You had a stove and a
cupboard and your dishes and everyt hing. The little boys
played with stick horses and ran cattle, and they did all
sorts of things. [chuckles]

[chuckles] D d you play ganes |ike kick-the-can?

What do you think we did at school? There was nothing at
school to play with

There was no pl ayground?

There was a playground, but nothing on it. So you picked
up your rag ball and took it with you - or you found an old
can and played kick-the-can, or you could play hide-and-
seek.

So you made your own ball out of rags?

Oh definitely. You could nake a real nice rag ball.

And what would you do with it?
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Just throw it to each other. |If you were playing hide-and-
seek you'd throw this soft rag ball at the one that you
caught -then they were out of the gane.

h. And if you didn't hit themthey weren't out?

That's right.

Were there any other kinds of ganmes that you played that
you recal | ?

Not while | went to school in the little district schools.
Dd they whip children in the schools when they m sbehaved?
Ch goodness no.

How did famlies in those days discipline children when
t hey m sbehaved?

| suppose that they kept them from playing or sonething
like that. | can't remenber

D d they spank then?

| don't know. | never was spanked, so | can't .o

How did people spend their evenings when there were no
electric lights, or TV or anything like that?

No. Well, they had decks of cards and the ol der peopl e had
card ganes. They played what they called high 5 and 500
and cribbage - all those sorts of things. That's the way
they entertained thenselves. O had a nice, big fire in
the fireplace - that was real pleasant.

D d peopl e read nmuch?

Yes, definitely. In the days of Pahranagat, the mail cane
into Pioche - there was no mail route into Al ano. Vel |,
there was this way - sonme nen went once a week and picked

up the nmail at Pioche. It took 2 days to get over there, 2
days to drive that little distance. So we received nai
once a week. Wien we got the mail it was a great deal

W'd get the letters and the newspaper cane once a week out
of Salt Lake CGty. My father would sit down and Mt her
would nmend and he'd read the paper formtop to bottom to
t he end.

D d they subscribe to any magazi nes?

W always had one nmgazine - Ladies' Honme Journal. Wen I
was a little girl learning to read we had a little, little
magazi ne, but |'ve forgotten the nane of it.

At that time there was a wagon road going from Pi oche over
to MIford. Do you know anythi ng about that?

That's where the mail canme down from

What hol i days were inportant in ternms of famly
cel ebrations and that sort of thing then?
Vell, we had New Years and Christrmas and the Fourth of

July, and after the people cane into Alanb we always had
the 24th of July, which is a Mornon holiday. On those days
everybody put on their best clothes and met wherever they
were going to hold the celebration (it was A ano, |ater on)
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and there'd be a nice program They'd give speeches and

sing patriotic songs and then, if it wasn't held in A ano

and it was held up at what we call Ash Spring where there's

a big pond, people went there and we had a picnic. And

everybody took their picnics, they were so friendly. It

all went out on one big canvas sheet w th tabl ecloths over

it. And everybody ate anything they wanted, whether it was

yours or your neighbors'. So we ate everything that was

there that we wanted. People were so friendly.

Peopl e hel ped each other then, didn't they?

Ch yes. That's about the way they had to do. There were

no doctors or anything like that in there then.

What did you do when sonebody got sick or hurt?

Vell, there were sone good mdw ves and nurses - they took

care of them

What would they do if sonebody broke their arm or

sonet hi ng?

There was always sone nman that knew how to set it. It

m ght cone out a little crooked, but [chuckles] that didn't

natter.

[ chuckl es] Wat would they do for really serious injuries?
D d they take themto Del amar?

Yes. After Delamar closed they took themto Caliente

And that was by wagon, wasn't it?

Vell, | guess so. Mostly by that tine we had Mdel - Ts.

But the roads were dirt, weren't they?

Just dirt - sand. You could dig yourself our of the sand 4

or 5tinmes, getting to Caliente. 1Isn't that right Alen?

That's right.

Dd you get a lot of flat tires?

Ch yes. You always carried tires, because one tire would

never take you there.

How di d you cel ebrate Christmas in the valley?

Vell sir, we had a great time at Christmas. W ordered al

our gifts from the catal ogs. M. Sears got nost of our
orders. [chuckles] Christmas Eve, we children woul d hang
up our stockings and have to wait until norning till the

stockings were full and the gifts were all over. And then
we had a big Christnmas di nner.

What woul d be in your stocking?

What ever, nostly, you asked for.

What woul d you ask for?

Toys. | can't tell you how many dolls | owned - for as
many Christmases as | went through

And what kind of gifts did peopl e exchange then?

Mostly nice clothes.

And they woul d be bought from Sears, huh?

Yes.
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D d you have a tree?

Sonetinmes we'd just have stockings and not a tree, and
sonetimes we had trees.

What did you decorate the tree with?

Ch, tinsel that we could buy and little bows of ribbon, and
we'd save balls that |ooked pretty, and little lights -
little candl es.

Was Thanksgi ving an inportant day?

Mostly it was for famlies. It was just a dinner.

How about New Years Eve?

That was a big day. There was a big dance for all the
people in the valley.

D d people drink a | ot on New Years?

Not |ike they do now. My father was a |lawran, and if he
caught a man around the dancehall with a bottle he was sent
out pretty fast.

Is that right? And your father was a | awman?

Yes, for 52 years.

Where did he work?

In Caliente.

He noved there after | grew up. My husband was also a
lawman and lived in Caliente when Alison was a little
girl. That's where she net her husband.

And Granddad (John R chard) was a | awran in A ano.

In the nuseumin Pioche there's a nedal that he got.

D d you know Jake Johnson?

| didn't know him but ny dad and he were friends and pal s.
| can tell a story - I'll forget the names, so you'll have

to bear with ne.

(016

There were sonme boys who killed their father for his noney.
It was in Delamar - he had this noney and his sons killed

him and took the noney. And ny father and Jake Johnson

tracked those boys clear back into the Mddl e Wst.

| vaguely renmenber hearing about that.

What was the nane, Allen?

"Il bet 1'd know it if | could hear it. | can renenber

hearing about that when | was a Kkid. M/ dad and Jake

Johnson tracked them

That was a long way to track sonebody in those days.

They were gone a long tine.

What happened to | aw and order while they were gone?

Ch, they always had a deputy. You couldn't run a town

wi t hout a deputy.

How did the valley change after the LDS people cane into

Al ano?

| thought it was much better.

I n what sense?
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Vell, | |ike people. | didn't like just having a few
people, | like [a lot of] people. And those people were
| ovel y, good, nice people.
So it meant nore social activity.
That's right.
Dd it beconme a nore religious place? That is, nore
upstanding norally, or anything like that?
| thought we were pretty good before they cane. They were
very good people, but we didn't do any fighting or
quarreling or anything |like that before they cane. W were
always a friendly valley.
D d peopl e ever go to Tonopah?
Oh yes. In fact, that's where ny father used to take a | ot
of his vegetables. M grandfather did, too.
Now, what years would this have been?
|"d think that it would be in the early 1900s.
That was a long trip. D d you know Marmy and Pappy Gear?
Yes, | did. They were very nice people. | think they were
possi bly the nobst educated people in the valley. She was
educated in Ann Arbor, M chigan. And he always felt a
little inferior to her. They came out and took up that big
ranch that's still up there. (It's closed up - nobody's
using the thing, and | don't know why. It made nme feel
bad.) They were kind people. They had one fault - they
| oved noney, and they always wanted to nmake noney. But if
you were their friend you could have their noney for a
loan. You didn't sign a note or anything, you shook their
hands and you pai d the noney.
And they were just as kind to you as they could be. She
got so old that she couldn't care for her house very well.
But every tinme you went there you had to eat with them -
you just had to. And ny nother and dad really |oved those
peopl e very nuch, so we used to visit them Wen they got
too old and they couldn't conme to visit us, ny parents
would go up and visit them She said to ny nother she'd
cook a dinner. And she said, "I don't know what to cook
Everybody that cones here wants to eat hardboiled eggs."
Mother said that's all they could eat because they were
afraid of the other food. It wasn't clean enough, you see.
So Mother and everybody did the sane thing. You could
take off the shells and eat wth them and that was it.
They were beautiful people. They were Kkind-hearted and
good and | |oved them both very nuch.
Who were the first people to cone into the valley?
| think ny Gandfather Sharp was about the first. And
there was another famly by the name of Fergusons, and then
cane the Castl es.
Tell me about the Castles.
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They were a nice famly. They had girls and boys and they
lived right on the corner of the road, the road run north
and south and then to ny Aunt Mary's store, and they lived
on the corner in a nice house. They were just nice people.

Do you renenber the children?

They had Charles and Jim and Ada - that's all | can
remenber .

Tell me about the Fergusons.

They were just a nice famly. They had nore children than
the Castles. M nother, as a child, lived next door to the
Fergusons, so | knew them a little better than | did the
Cast | es.

What about the Lanbs - when did they cone in, do you know?

| renmenber that they cane later than the first LDS peopl e,
but I couldn't tell you when.

How many years did you go to school in R chardville?

Until | graduated fromthe eighth grade
You graduated from Lincoln H gh School
Oh yes. | went to Lincoln H gh School in Panaca. Then |

went into Berkeley, California, for a year. Then |I went a

year up in Reno, and that was it.

D d you board with sonebody i n Panaca?

No, ny nother went wth ne. She noved there and took a
bunch of <children to go to school. She was like ny
grandfather - she thought everybody ought to go to school
So she took them and paid their board and sent them to
school .

Dd you know the Indian boy that your grandfather Sharp
adopted - Chiney, | believe?

| didn't know him- ny nother did.

D d you know John Murphy, another person he adopt ed.

| did. He married ny aunt.

They were a generation ahead of you, weren't they?

Oh, they were older than ny nother. M grandfather took in

quite a few boys to raise because he couldn't bear to see

them w t hout parents. He took in the little Indian boy,

and then he took in one or 2 little Indian boys (he never

took any little Indian girls, he took in the boys). One

day when he had already had about 11 kids, including all

the ones he had taken in, he was sitting there reading, ny
nmot her said, and her brother Joe (that's Joe H gbee's

grandfather), cane in and said, "Ch Dad, this little boy

out here hasn't got a place to go. H's folks just died and
he's up there alone and he's hungry."

And Grandpa just kept reading the paper. He said, "I can't
help it. |'ve fed all | can feed. ["ve got all | can
feed. | can't take care of any nore. You'll have to tel

himto go to sonebody el se.™
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And Joe said, "Wll |ook. Look over vyour paper."” He
| ooked over his paper and he said he saw a little freckle-
faced boy with big blue eyes and white hair. He said,
"Wll, bring himin. |'ve got sonething for him" So he
got another kid. [And that was John Mir phy. ]

Wiile 1I'm thinking about it, tell me about the Indian
silver mne. Joe said they |owered sonebody down a rope
onto it.

It was his nother - Aunt Mam e.

And it was in the Sheep Muntains, wasn't it?

That's right.

Was it a high-grade silver mne?

| have no idea. If it was | don't see why sonebody hasn't
done somet hi ng about it.

They never could locate it. And it never was a mne, it

was just that different people had seen it, but could never
go back to it. They could never find it.

D dn't sonet hing happen to everybody who tried?

There are still people looking for it.

Is that right? The Indians supposedly nmade silver bullets
out of it.

Vell, it was a led silver deposit. They didn't know that
it was silver and they thought it was |ead. There was
evidently high-grade silver init.

Ddn't weird things happen to people who . . .

Ch yes, there are a lot of weird tales about it - that it
was cursed and things |ike that.

Peopl e have gone in there here in the later days and cone
out . . .

Several famlies have gone in and their brothers have cone
out and . . .

I's that right?

Has it been witten up?

|'ve never seen anything witten on it. In recent tines
peopl e who had been in there say there's nothing alive in
there - no birds, no crickets, nothing - just a dead area.

And it's up there on Sheep Muntai n sonewhere?

Sheep Mbountai n sonewhere. It's in the gunnery range, SO
you can't get in there.

Do you know of a nanme that it's called, like the |ost

Silver Bullet Mne or sonething?

| used to talk to Emma's husband a |lot and he knew a | ot
about it. And he said that Henry Sharp knew where it was.
That'd be the Henry Sharp who narried late in life.

Yes. He said that the Indians took himand showed himit.
That's what Joe said, too
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AF. He never would show anybody el se. People tried to follow
him and he'd just wander on for days till they'd give up.
And all of a sudden he'd show up with sonme nuggets.
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ALAMD STYLE

Now way up yonder is a little town.

You ought to stop in as you're com ng down.

A good visit is worth your while,

"Cause folks up there |ive ALAMO STYLE

The climate is right good, not too hot or too cold--
There are | akes and springs and neadows of gol d--
Wiere cattle graze and get plunp and fat,

You can't beat hunting there |I can tell you that--
Them ol d gray geese just honk and say,

"The ganme warden will get you so stay away."

The ducks swmby wth a healthy quack--

Makes you |l onely, just want to go back.

A good place to live, just mle after mle,

O people up there |living ALAMO STYLE

Now ALAMO STYLE is a great way to live,

Just plugging along learning to | ove and forgive.
You | ove your neighbor, mght quarrel with himtoo--
But what the heck--don't get in a stew

If his best cow dies or he breaks a | eg--

CGo over and help him don't I|et him beg.

Take over sone grub and a dollar or two,

You can't inmagine what that will do.

I f his house burns down, or on the job he's canned,
Don't sit there and watch himgo--lend hima hand
O if you're thanked or praised for awhil e--

Say, "Don't nmention it neighbors - THAT'S ALAMD STYLE."
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CELEBRATI ONS

And let nme tell you, themfol ks know how to have fun--
"1l just try to tell you the things they have done.
Wiy up there at Christmas they woul d dance a whol e week- -
Till New Year's cane, the end of the treat--THAT' S ALAMO STYLE
Now Fourth of July, that was a thrill,

Wth dynamte exploding at the top of the hill--

Just to wake up the sleepers, and get themin gear

For the best cel ebration of the whole darn year.

There was a program and sports for old and young- -

Pi nk popcorn and prizes, no matter who won--

A dance for the children--good, clean fun--

Just to show the kids howit is done. THAT S ALAMD STYLE
And horse races, when every nag in that old town,

Was brought fromthe pasture--couldn't keep 'em down.
WIIl Stewart, John R chard, Dan Potter, Viv Frehner,
Their horses were ready--each man was a trainer.

And right at the last--Billie Lanb's dog--m ssing a paw
Fought with a badger right down to a draw

Carty Lanb brought the badger tied to a rope,

So fierce and vicious, for the dog there's no hope.

But when he arrived, |'ve heard it said,

He brought a badger from under his Mther's bed.

And that was fun ALAMO STYLE

Wth sunmer cane nel ons--juicy and sweet,

W would invite all Lincoln County to cone for a treat.
A dance in the evening nade a great day,

They ate and enjoyed them and carried them away.

But after the Melon Day, just watch your patch

' Cause them hungry kids will just try to snatch

The bi ggest nelons on themthere vines

' Cause they know now it's nelon tinme

You can shoot in the air and scare ' emto death--

But they are bound to be back to get the rest.

|"ve heard of chicken suppers in the sane way- -

"My chickens are gone,"” | heard soneone say.

But kids will be kids, don't |ose your smles--
Remenber, we're living ALAMO STYLE

This story nmust tell of the old swi nm ng pool --

Ash Springs where we went on the |ast day of school.
The water so warm so clear, so refreshing,

The Lord nust have given it as an extra great Bl essing.
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LAVWEN

The town was nmade safe by a good Sheriff's Force,

The head of the group was Dave Stewart, of course.

Bad boys kept hi m busy--speeders and such

As small Curtis Frehner in Gandpa Frehner's truck.

The houses were safe, no one had to fear

That robbers would | oot, or dangers were near.

The old Rock Jail held all the unl awf ul

To go to that jail was scary and aw ul

Bad boys and sonme buns were there for awhile,

Till Dave let themout with a "wnk and a smle" ALAMO STYLE
Qur schools were great, our teachers snart.

And don't ever think we forgot the fine arts.

Horace Reid gave us Dranma and a really fine Band--

The Band becane fanous all over the land - playing ALAMO STYLE
Now Carl and his boys had the Forenaster Band--

Zada, Jeral dine, Mary Lou al ways gave them a hand.

For weddi ng dances they al ways pl ayed free,

For weddi ngs down there were ALAMO STYLE, don't you see.
No weddi ng was conpl ete wi thout a dance and di nner,

And all who attended pronounced them a w nner.

Everyone was invited, as a big famly shoul d,

For the whole darn town was a famly we under st ood- -
Gfts and good wi shes were heaped in a pile,

That's the way we had weddi ngs ALAMD STYLE.

And after the wedding the big Shiveree

Wth the kids stealing the bride, then setting her free.
Asking for treats, the groomhad it nade--

Gving treats for the bride, it was a fair trade.

VAR

Qur town was deserted in Wrld War Two,

Qur young nen enlisted |eaving only a few.

Each fam |y sent one, sonetines three or four

The battles kept raging, they always needed nore,

Dee Stewart, Elner Davis and G endon Tait--

Were all lost inthe war, | guess it was fate.

W grieved and nourned for those poor boys--

And prayed it would end before nore were destroyed.

W gat hered al um num and |ived on foods rationed,

W did all that was asked in a very good fashion.

W all went to church--our nunbers were few,

And we told the Lord that was all we could do--ALAMO STYLE.
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OUR MAI L ROUTE

Mel Foremaster drove the mail to Caliente every day--
You could ride over with him and shop there that way.
He canme back in the evening with groceries and things

Filling the orders fol ks asked himto bring--
Now these little orders handed to Ml
Were treasures to read, about themI'Ill tell.

"My man needs a shovel, and | need sone thread.

Put it in with the groceries where | ordered bread.

M/ daught er needs shoes for the dance here tonight--

Her ol d shoes were brown, so get these shoes white.

And shoes for the baby, she isn't wal king yet,

And the pills fromthe Drug Store, don't you forget."

Mel got these things and delivered themwith a smle.

"1l tell you that man sure |ived ALAMO STYLE

QUR KI DS

Now, the kids |earned that wal king saved tinme and care,

As that was the best way to get fromhere to there.

So in the evenings when all work was done

They would go up the H ghway just to have fun.

They knew where they were going--it wasn't far--

But first they had to pass the Pahranagat Bar.

Just a little farther was Kirk Buffham s pl ace.

ad Kirk wel coned them but he never noved in haste.

They had pop and candy till it was tinme to go

and they headed north to the A d Al ko.

They had hanburgers and visited there for quite awhile

Bef ore goi ng back hone--just in ALAMO STYLE.

Now t he kids grew up and jobs were so few

They couldn't stay honme with nothing to do.

So they canme down here a living to nake.

W thank you, Las Vegas, for giving thema break.

But deep in their hearts, just once in awhile,

They nust think of their childhood LIVING ALAMO STYLE
Emma R chard Forenast er

1984
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MY W NTER GARDEN

The Wnter Garden is a loving garden, a nenory garden. There

are nenories of the Spring Garden with all its bright prom ses,
the Summer Garden with those promses fulfilled - and the Autumm
Garden, full of contentnent, but blossons fading, |eaves
falling.

Now, the Wnter Garden is a garden of change, and old people
really don't |like change. It

means, usually, being worse off:a small apartnent instead of a
house, |ess noney, less friends, and less bodily strength. But
we have always thought new things were fun, so, born before
television, to us it is a mracle. Conputers dazzle us. Light
reflecting fromtall glass buildings nakes us catch our breath,
and if we are lucky we have a friend by our sides, sonewhere
near our own age, and we turn and say, "Can you beat that?" And
sure enough, sonmebody does - the very next day.

Now, the Wnter Garden is a loving garden, a nenory garden. W
don't her as well as we did, so sonetines we have to ask people
to repeat what they say, and sonetines what they say isn't worth
repeati ng. And the world is so noisy! So we learn to listen
with our hearts

| can still hear ny small children say, "I |ove you, Manma," and
ny kind friend as she says, "This is the true church - you nust
accept it," and | did. | hear the voice of ny first Bishop as
he says, "You are now a nenber of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints." | hear President Snow at the tenple as ny
husband and | kneel at the alter as he says, "You are now seal ed
for time and all Eternity." | hear the voice of the mdw fe at
the birth of ny first child as she says joyfully, "It's a little
boy. "

| hear ny dear, sweet daughter as she repeats her narriage vows

at the tenple. | hear the sad, anxious voices of ny sons as |
send themoff to war as they say, "Don't worry, Mdther. W wll
be back, the Lord will protect us." And he did. | hear the

voi ces of ny grandchildren as they gather around our Christnas
tree with their happy, |aughing voices.

The voices of the Elders, kind and strong, as they place their
hands upon ny head and promse ne all wll be well. | hear ny
dear Relief Society sisters as they conme to ny door bringing
confort and love in both sorrow and j oy.

| hear the voice of ny dear husband as he bids nme good night,
little knowing that will be the last tinme | shall hear his
earthly voi ce. And | hear the still, small voice of ny heart
saying, "You nust carry on. The Lord will confort, the Lord
will provide." And he has. | hear the voice of the bishop as
he says, "You have lost your son, but you will be reunited in
Eternity."
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There are so many voices in the Wnter Garden:old voi ces, young
voi ces, sad and happy voices. But always there is the voice of
ny heart which says, "CGod I|ives. Jesus is the Christ. The
Church is true and Spencer W Kinball is a true Prophet of God
Always you nust give thanks for your wonderful famly, your
ki nd, thoughtful neighbors, your nenbership in the Church, and
this wonderful free country we live in." | say these things
hunbly in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Anmen
Emma R chard Forenast er
1991
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